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THE 
LOUNGE R. 
[ N°LVII. ] Saturday, March 4. 1786. 

Fortunate Senex. Virc. 


To the Author of the LOUNGER, 


SIR, 
HERE is nothing in which mankind have differed more than 
in the reprefentations they have given of human life. One 
clafs of men defcribes it as full of happinefs and enjoyment, as a 
path covered with flowers; another has prefented us with defcrip- 
tions which fhow nothing but difappointment and vexation, which 
reprefent life as a path ftrewed with thorns, as a vale of mifery and 
tears. Truth perhaps lies fomewhere in the middle between thofe 
two opinions: Men were not born only to be miferable; and yet 
complete h«ppinefs is not the lot of any one on this fide the grave, 
Life is a chequered thing, a building of mofaic work, a road where 
flowers and thorns are both to be met with, 

It has always however been my opinion, that as the giving ami- 
able and fair pictures of life proceeds from a happier temperament 
of mind, than the inclination to delineate thofe of a gloomy kind ; 
fo the indulging of fuch views contributes much more to happinefs 
and virtue than the oppofite impreflions of a darker and more dif- 
mal nature. To think well of, and have refpect for ourfelves and 
the world around us, is one ftep to virtue and benevolence; but 
this ftep cannot be gained by a perfon who has been taught to con- 
fider himfelf and every thing around him in a gloomy and an un- 
favourable light. 

There is one period of life which authors have been at pains to 
picture differently, according as they have been accuftomed to take 
favourable or unfavourable views of the world in general, Old 
aye, that period to which all wifh to arrive, and which it is the 
fate of few only to reach, has been defcribed by one fet of men, as 


‘of all fituations the moft comfortlefs, and the moft gloomy; as the 


laft ftage of human infirmity and helplefsnefs, from which nothing 


but death can relieve; and the-mifery ‘of which is enhanced by the 
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dread of that very death, the only cure for all its woe, Another 
clafs of men ‘have reprefented old age as one of the brighteft periods 
of human life; as that period in which we may be faid to enjoy life 
twice, having not only prefent comforts to enjoy, but all thofe of a 
life already paft to reflet on. “ Fructus autem fenectutis,” fays 
Tully, “ eft ante partorum bonorum memoria et copia,” 

The perfon who now addrefles you is in this latter period: 
and though the cafe of one individual can be of little ufe in con- 
firming a general opinion; yet I may perhaps be allowed to tell you, 
that | have never tafted more happinefs than | have done for the laft 
years of my life. 

I entered upon the world with a fmall patrimony; but by clofe 
attention to my profeffion, 1 was foon rendered fuperior to the fear 
of poverty; and have now retired from bufinefs with a fortune, 
though not large, yet fully adequate to all my wants, and which 
has been fufficient to rear a numerous famjly. My _ profeflion’ was 
fuch as led me to direét my labours to the immediate ufe and advan- 
tage of my fellow-creatures; and | would not forfeit, for any confi- 
deration, the pleafure which, in my prefent advanced period of life, 
I receive from recalling to my mind the perfons to whom 1| think my 
labours have been of fome advantage, 

I married early a Lady whofe vicws of life were fimilar to my 
own; and though the firft rapture of love was quickly over, it was 
fucceeded by a calmer and lefs tumultuous aff-Ction, more happy 
on the whole, and which has increafed with our increafing years, 
Our mutual habits, our mutual attachments, our fondnefs tor our 
children, have made us for a long courfe of time more and more 
one, and every year rendered dearer that union fo long ago formed. 
My eldeft fon is now cultivating that profeflion from which his ta- 
ther has retired. With what joy do! fee his talents fuccefsful ! with 
what fatisfaction do | perceive him improving thofe leffons I have 
given him; and with the moft engaging modefty advancing much 
farther than his father’s genius entitled him to advance! This is in- 
deed living twice! With great fincerity, and with hopes that they 
are prophetic of my fituation, can I ufe thofe words of Morni, in 
the Poems of Offian; “ May the name of Morni be forgot among 
** the people; may it only be faid, behold the father of Gaul,” 

My youngeft boy is lefs advanced, but of no lefs promifing parts, 
nor lefg amiable difpofitions than his brother, 

I have four daughters, and I cannot fpeak of them but with emo- 
tions of gratitude, They are obliged to me, and to their excellent 
mother, for the education we have given them; but how amply 
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have they repaid that obligation! My eldeft daughter, now many 
years married, was before her marriage my companion, and the 
help-mate of her mother, We ufed then to call her our little houfe- 
keeper. Her own merit, the good education fhe received, and the 
inducement of having for a wife the daughter of fuch a mother as 
my Hortenfia, contributed to make her the wife of a very refpectable 
man; and Hortenfia and I now, with enraptured hearts, fee her 
eldeft child, our grand-daughter, holding the fame ftation in her 
mother’s family that her mother did in ours, After our eldeft 
daughter’s marriage, our fecond fucceeded to her place, and fhe 
again, upon her marrige, was fucceeded in her turn. Our young- 
eft, Maria, is the only one now left to us; and, I think I may fay 
it without vanity, is in no refpect inferior to any of the family, Her 
affe€tion to me feems to be quickened with my advance in life; and 
if I feel any of the infirmities of age, they are much more than coun- 
terbalanced by her delicate attention: methinks | would not with 
to be younger and ftouter than 1 am, at the expence of lofing the 
afliftances of my dear Maria, 

It is our cuftom every Saturday evening to have a general fa- 
mily-party, At tea I have all my grandchildren round me; and 
the variety of gratifications I receive from this little fociety, it is 
impoflible to defcribe. At fupper, my fon, my daughters, and 
their hufbands, are with us; and my wife and I, I can affure you, 
cut no unrefpectable figure, feated in our elbow chairs, Had I any 
grievances to complain of through the week, which acted I have 
not, this night would fully compenfate them, 

Amidft the amufements which this evening’s party affords, 1 
muft mention one, the pleafure which we receive from the perufal 
of your Lounger. My wife gets it regularly delivered her every 
morning about nine ; but no one is allowed then to read it. She 
herfelf carefully depofits it in her fcrutoire, and it is not produced 
till after fupper. It is then brought upon the table, and is read 
by my Maria, who does it all juftice in the reading. I am fure it 
would give you much delight to hear the converfation it occafions ; 
the remarks which are made, without affectation and with perfect 
candour, upon the compofition, the fcenes it defcribes, the cha- 
racters it reprefents, their fimilarity to other papers of the kind, 
and the hke. Many things are faid, which I am perfuaded, if col- 
JeGted together, would afford matter for a number of papers. One 
thing I fhall mention, which came from Maria laft Saturday. She 
obferved, that there were many of the papers which introduced un- 
married men and women, and fhe propofed that we fhould make 
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up matches between them. This gave occafion to a good deal of 
pleafantry, moft of which I have forgot; but | remember that a- 
mong other marriages it was propofed, that Captain N. thould be 
married to Mi/s Cauffic, though Maria grafping my hand, the tear 
half ftarting in her eye, objected to it, becaufe it would be wrong 
to deprive the Colonel of his filter. With regard to your corre- 
fpondent Hortenfius, the youngeft of my married daughters, look- 
ing at her hufband with inexpreflible good humour, faid, that if 
fhe were not already tied, fhe believed fhe could have married him 
herfelf. 

Another fource of our entertainment in reading your papers is a 
fufpicion which I fee prevails in the company, that fome of its 
members are your correfpondents, and have written in the Lounger. 
This fufpicion gives birth to many a joke; and it is diverting to fee 
upon whom the conjecture of having written this or that paper falls, 
and the different devices which are thought of to difcover where 
the truth lies. Little do they imagine that their old father is at this 
moment employed as your correfpondent. 

But | muft conclude: I am afraid ere this you will have thought, 
that I have one quality of anold man about me, that of being a 
great talker. I fhall only add, that if you think this account of a 
happy family worth your infertion, it will afford, on the evening 
of the Saturday on which it is publifhed, a good deal of entertain- 
ment to the family-party I have defcribed. 

AURELIUS, 


— LL a a a ar 


I know not whether it be from vanity, or from fome better mo- 
tive, that I have given this letter to the public. I muft own, that 
I have felt myfelf very fenfibly gratified by the manner in which my 
papers are received in the family of Aurelius, It is to perfons in 
the ordinary ftations of life that the Lounger is addreffed. The 
learned are perhaps above it; the vulgar, thofe who are employed 
in the fervile offices of life, below it. But as long as I can give 
one half-hour’s amufement, mixed perhaps with a little inflruction, 
to fuch a family as that of Aurelius, it fhall neither be the indif- 
ference of the learned, nor the neglect of the multitude, which 
fhall induce me to difcontinue my labours, 


EDINBURG &H: 


Publifhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, , 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° LVIII. 














